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CE . Earneſtly ſollcitous for their welfare, 
tu and temporal, the Author re- 
queſts his worthy Pariſhioners of St. Ax- 
DREW s to peruſe the following Diſcourſe N 


with the ſame candour that bd heard 5 
* 


| 


| Jovors XX1, 6. 


And the cbi "YE of Iſrael repented them for Benjamin 
their brother, and ſaid, There is one le cut ff. from | 
*.. this day. 


(0 this remarkable event in the hiſtory of 8 
God's peculiar people, to a moſt deſtructive 
civil war, commenced on juſt grounds, but 
carried on with various ſucceſs and great animoſity, 
by eleven of the tribes of Iſrael againſt their brother 
Benjamin, I would at preſent wiſh you to direct your 
thoughts and attention, as, in the ſequel, theſe things 
being written. for our admonition *, we may improve 
them to our ſpiritual. advantage, and make this, in 
the true ſcripture ſenſe, a faſt which the Lord hath 
choſen . 
RES great offence had been committed in . 
a city of Benjamin; of which it is needleſs here to 
diſcuſs the particulars farther than to obſerve, with: 
the ſacred writer, that there was ns ſuch deed done, 
nor ſeen, fram the day that the children of Iſrael came out 
of Egypt, unto that day f. The Benjamites having 
refuſed to do juſtice to the injured party,. or to atone, 


T4) 


as far as poſſible, for the wickedneſs that had been 
committed, by delivering up the men, the children of 
Belial, that they might be put to death, and evil 
thus be put away from Iſrael *, but, on the contrary, 
refuſing to hearken to the voice of their brethren, and 
gathering themſelves together to go out to battle againſt 
them +, confiding, not indeed in the number, but 
in the ſkill of their forces, having among them ſeven _ 
hundred choſen men left-handed, every one of whom could 
fling ſtones at an hair-breadth and not miſs t, the men 
of Iſrael aſted counſel of God 9, and then put themſelves 
in array to fight againft Benjamin at Gibeah ||. There, 
| however, their hopes were diſappointed, and their 
army defeated. The children of Benjamin came forth 
out of Gibeah, and deſtroyed down to the ground of the 
 Jrraclites that day,  Fwenty and two thouſand men x. : 
Some accurſed thing, ſome ſecret ſins; to us unknown, 
withered all their ſtrength, and made all the weapons 
of war pointleſs and ineffectual. This only can ac- 
count for their unexpected repulſe, even in a juſt 
and righteous cauſe, the provocation being heinous, 
and the Iſraelites going up to the battle by the counſel 
, Ged. Again, however, they encouraged themſelves, 
and after going up and weeping before the Lord until 
even, and aſking counſel of the Lord ++, they ſet their 
battle in array the ſecond day in the ſame place It, but 


Ch. xx, 13. oF Ver. 14- TERS 1: 
j ver. 20, ver. 21, mn; 32. ver- 234 24+ -- 


Were 
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were again diſcomfited with great loſs, W going 
Forth againſt them out of Gibeab, and deſtroying down to 
the ground eighteen thouſand men who drew the ſivord *. 
Alarmed, but not diſpirited, as truſting in the Lord, 
whoſe mercies never fail, and who never entirely 
forſakes the righteous, the children of Iſrael then ſet 
themſelves moſt ſeriouſly to ſeek the Lord, and endea- 
voured to atone for national guilt by national re- 
pentance; by renting their hearts and not their gar- 
mente, and turning unto the Lord their God +. All the 
people, it is ſaid, went up and came unto the houſe of 
God, and wept, and ſat there before the Lord, and fafted 
that day until even, and offered burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings before the Lord t. They offered, we cannot 
doubt, a repentance, which the Lord, who ſaw and 
ſearched their hearts, knew would produce its pro- 
per genuine fruits, amendment and newneſs of life. 
Events then happened in their uſual and natural or- 


der. The race was once more to the feift, and the battle 


to the ſtrong d. The Lord then ſaid, Go up; for to- 
 morrow I will deliver the Benjamites into thy hand ||. 
On the third day therefore, the Lord fmote Benjamin 
Before Iſrael **, Gibeah was taken and burnt, he 
| Benjamites were encloſed, and chaſed, and trodden down 
with eaſe ; their cities alſo were ſet on fire, and, in 
hort, of all their valiant men that drew the ſword, 
fix hundred only eſcaped by flying to the wilderneſs +Þ. 

* Ch. xx. 25. + Joel ii. 13. f Judges xx. 26. 8 Eccleſ. 
. 11. | Judges xx. 28. ver. 35. ft ver. 37-48. 
N Reflecting 
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Reflecting with "remorſe on this dreadful ravage and 
deſtruction, the other tribes, with a ſympathetic con- 
cern for the miſery they had brought upon their un- 
happy, though offending, brother, came again zo the 
houſe of God, and abode there till even, and lift up their 
voices, and wept ſore, and ſaid, O Lord God of Iſrad, 
why is this come to paſs in Iſrael, that there ſhould be to- 
day one tribe lacking in Iſrael*? On the morrow (allo) 
they built there an altar, and offered burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings +, and, in the words of the text, 
repented them for Benjamin their brother, and ſaid, There 

is one tribe cut off from Iſrael this day. 
- Without purſuing the hiſtory any farther, or ob- 
ſerving how this breach was by degrees repaired; and 
this great national loſs politically ſupplied, I ſhall 
now proceed to conſider in what reſpects the 7hrngs 
| Here written may afford us admonition, and how we 
may improve them to our ſpiritual advantage, fo 
as to make this, in the true {cripture ſenſe, 4 af 
which the Lord hath choſen. © Giek 
As it was needleſs to diſcuſs the offence, the juſt 
offence, given by Benjamin, and properly, though 
too ſeverely, reſented by the other tribes, ſo I ſhall 
not enter into the particular grounds of complaint 
and litigation, thoſe ſmall and inconſiderable ſparks 
which have now. kindled a great and conſuming fire, 
the claims of unconditional ſubmiſſion and unlimited | 
taxation conſtantly urged on this fie of the ocean, 


* Judges xxi. 2, 3. f ver. iv. 


and 
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and as conftantly rejected on the other. Whether: 
taxation thus exerted: can be deemed tyranny, or, 
in other words, whether the liberty which all Eng- 
men and their deſcendants have ſo long made their 
boaſt, can be maintained conſiſtently with exactions 
to which they do not conſent, either by themſelves 
or their repreſentatives, is a queſtion much more 
becoming the ſenate than the pulpit. This is a day, 
not for ftriſe and debate *, but for humility, meck- 


_ neſs, and ſelf-abaſement. The conſequences of this 


fatal contention, which every one in both countries 
. muſt feel, and-every One laments, and the religious 
uſes that may be made of this national calamity, are 
more properly, and indeed peculiarly, ſuitable to 
this place. Whatever be the cauſe, and what- 
ever the offence, it is muth to be apprehended 
that the Lord hath this day made @ breach in the 
tribes off 1frael; and, if ſo, with the old prophet 
in the firſt book of Kings, too juſtly may we take 
up our complaint, and mourn over Benjamin, ſaying, 
Alas! my brother +. We flattered: ourſelves that we 
had counſel and flirength for the war, and that the va- 
Tour and experience of our armies, happily trum-- 
phant over all our foreign enemies, would ſoon re- 
duce an open and unfortified country, and diſperſe 
our weak though numerous opponents, undiſciplined 
and puſillanimous, as we thought them. But how 
have our hopes been baffled, our reſources failed, 
and many of our mighty men been either ſmitten 
* Ifaiah Ixiii. 4. + 1 Kings xxiil, 30. 

0 downs 
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down in battle, or diſarmed, and led away captive, 
by thoſe whom they deſpifed! They too in whom 
we truſted, the flaves of our confidence on whom we 
proudly leaned, haveproved but broker reeds, and have 
even gone into our hand and pierced it, by eventually 
turning againſt us our own weapons, and making 
the things that ſhould have been for our wealth, an oc 
 cafion of our falling *. The ſhield of the mighty has been 
caſt away : The mighty have fallen in the midft of the 
battle . Our tribes, like thoſe of Iſrael, went up 
_ againſt their brother, but like them have been diſ- 
comfited both the firſt and the ſecond day ; even 
our victories have been unavailing, and our laurels, _ 
dearly bought, have been unfruitful and barren. 
Now therefore we come up unto the houſe of God, and 
weep, and fit here before the Lord, and faſt this day un- 
til even, and offer before the Lord, not burnt, er- 
ings and peace-offerings, (as the Jewiſh law required) 
but our ſolemn and devout humiliations, the free- 
will offerings both of our lips and of our lives, our 
fincere and earneſt vows of repentance and amend- 
ment. Not contented with looking without, with 
ſpying the beam in our brother's eye, let every indivi- 
dual look within, and ſeriouſly lament, and ſtudi- 
oufly reform, his own miſdoings. Were this the ge- 
neral practice, all would be well. The fin, we know, 
of a ſingle Achan rroubled Ifrael, and made their ar- 
mies flee before the men of Ai; nor could they 


* Pſalm Ixix. 23. + 2 Samuel i. 21, 25. 
ſucceed, 


RA, 
ſucceed, till that accurſed thing was taken away *. 
Some ſuch gall of bitterneſs (as before obſerved) muſt 
have been the ſource of their double diſgrace and defeat 
at Gibeah; but, in conſequence of their contrition, 
as ſignal afterwards was their ſucceſs. From theſe, 
and many other examples that fcripture affords us; 
wie have too much reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome great, 
ſome national ſins, the general luxury perhaps and 
depravity of the times, and our ingratitude, our 
inſenſibility for former deliverances, ſpiritual and 
temporal, though greater than any nation, but the 
Iſraelites, ever experienced, have troubled our Iſrael, 
and drawn down upon us the divine diſpleaſure. Thus 
warned, thus admoniſhed, let every one correct his 
darling vice, the fin that moſt -eafily beſets him, 
and bhearken to the voice of the Lord, and keep his 
fRlatutes, And how can this be done effectually, 
but by living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, by 
being moderate in proſperity, patient in adverſity, 
humble and gentle in every ſtate of life, charitable 
to our neighbours, ſevere towards ourſelves ; it is by 
dealing our bread to the hungry, by viſiting the fatherleſs 
and widows in their affiition, and by keeping ourſelves 
unſpotted from the world. Diſtreſsful as our preſent 
fituation is, it is not yet deſperate ; our foreign ene- : 
mies have not yet riſen up againſt us, reaſonable of- 
fers of accommodation have now been propoſed, and 


Joſhua vii. + James i. 27. 


it 


„ 
if the Lord is on our ſide, and the hearts of dur breth-. 
ren are not irreconcileably alienated, they are ſuch 
as ſurely will be accepted. The unfeigned humilia- 
tion of this day; the fruits meet for repentance of a 
few righteous, (for a few, we know, would have 
heen ſufficient to have ſaved even Sodom, ) may per- 
haps avert God's wrathful indignation, too juſtly 
due to our manifold offences, and once more prevail 
with him to bid the deftroying angel ſtay his hand. 
The faſting, and prayers, and offerings of the If- 
raelites had, we know, a great and glorious, though 
deſtructive, event. Sofe was the battle, and dire- 
the diſmay ; their brethren, the Benjamites, were 
ſmitten before them, and ol! the- cities that they. came 
to were ſet on fire. For ſuch ſucceſs even over the 
enemies of our peace, and the authors of our calamities, 
our humanity and religion forbid. us to pray, except 
in ſelf-defence, except as our laſt reſource, and un- 

leſs peaee and ſecurity cannot be obtained by any 

other way. That nature which Chriſt aſſumed, that 
religion whoſe tidings are peace and good.-uill, revolt, 

and muſt ever revolt, at the ſlaughter of innocents; 

for however ſinful are their rulers, and thoſe who de- 

light in war, innocent ſurely on both ſides are the 
ſubjects, the ſoldiers, who for a ſmall pittance ha- 

zard their limbs, their lives, and all their worldly 
proſpects, in conformity to their duty. The ſight, 
the relation, of a ſingle murder, makes a deep and 
_ hſting impreſſion on all who have ſympathetic feel- 
ings. 
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mgs. What therefore would they ſuffer, what Hor 
ror would they feel, amidſt the carnage of a field of 
Battle, amidſt the deſolation of a ravaged country 
even of aliens and foreigners ;. much more of their 
own brethren; of the relations, the defcendants of 
Engliſhmen, once united to us by the ſtrong, and, 
we hoped, indiſſoluble ties of friendſhip, affeckion, 
religion, and language! In ſuch an unnatural con- 
teſt even our victories may be deemed defeats, and 
every weapon that we dart, however ſucceſsful, may” 
be ſaid to recoil on our own heads. At this our 

foreign enemies exult ; rbe daughters of the Philiſtines 
rejoice, the daughters of the uncircumciſed tri mph ®, 
Wee wiſh: not therefore to ſucceed, like the Iſraelites, 
by ſmiting, and deſtroying, and exterminating our 

brother, leſt with them we ſhould: repent, when too- 

late; and lift up our voices, and weep at the breach 

thus unhappily made among our tribes. Much ra- 

ther ſhould our: prayers, could they: ſucceed, aſcend: 

like incenſe to the throne of grace, and prevail with 
that Lord of hoſts, who breaketh the bow and knappeth- 
the ſpear. in ſunder, to go forth, not only with our 
fleets and armies, the miniſters. of vengeanee, but 
alſo with the miniſters of peace, thoſe meſſengers of 
glad tidings, for ſuch, we truſt, America will eſteem: 
them, who are ſoon to-be inveſted with-the healing. 
and endearing powers of conciliation. Oh! that 
theſe overtures may not be too late! that animoſity 


* 2 Samuel i. 20. 
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TT 
may not be yet too deeply rooted, or. the breach be 
widened beyond repair by our natural rival, and toe 
near neighbour, having, like Jacob, inſidiouſly ſtolen 
away our birth-right, the friendſhip and commercial 


alliance of our revolted brethren *. Forcible methods 
have been tried in vain— fighting on their own 


ground, at their own doors, for their liberties, as 
they think, and for all that is dear to them, and 


furniſhed on the ſpot with as many recruits as they 
can diſcipline and arm, our deluded fellow-ſubjects 


(for fellow - ſubjects, we hope, they may yet be called) 


have manifeſt advantages over a nation, however 


powerful, three thouſand miles diſtant from the ſcene 


of action, over troops, however valiant, inſpired by 
no higher principle than their pay. This experiment 
having hitherto failed, before our reſources are quite 


exhauſted, our rulers have at length adopted the only 
method, that, if any can, may ſtill prevail. And 
though when we conſider that hiſtorical event, in 


ſome reſpects too ſimilar to this, the breach made 


* That there was too much reaſon for this apprehenſion we are 
now well convinced; but an inſult, on the part of France, ſo un- 
provoked, and the meanneſs, the perfidy, of waiting till ſhe thought 
we were weakened and exhauſted, and then, for her own private 
emolument, intermeddling in what, with reſpect to her and other 
nations, may be called a domeſtic concern, without regard to public 


faith and honour, will ſurely heal our unhappy diviſions, and by 


uniting all parties againſt the common enemy, will terminate (as 
heretofore) in the diſgrace and confuſion of the aggreſſor, unleſs 
the Britiſh ſpirit be quite extin& among us, and our necks are 
already fitted for the yoke, 


in 


1 
in the Spaniſh government by the ſeceſſion of ſeven 
of her provinces, which all the wealth and power 
of that great monarchy never could repair *, we are 
too apt to think that our colonies alſo will inviolably 
maintain their independence, and never conſent to 
any terms of union, yet in ſome reſpects theſe caſes 
widely differ: The Flemings had obftacles, inſur- 
— mountable obſtacles, which the Americans have not ; 
their grievances were chiefly religious; their conſci- 
ences were fettered ; their paſſions were rouſed and 
inflamed by perſecution ; ; they were connected to the 
ruling country by no ties of blood or kindred, but 
were 1n every reſpect another people, another nation. 
Much nearer is the connection, though greater the 
diſtance, between Britain and her colonies ;—their 
families, their religion, their language, are the ſame; 


Never was there a more unequal conteſt than this between the 
inhabitants of the Low-Countries and the Spaniſh monarch, and 
never was the iſſue of any diſpute more contrary to what the parties 
had reaſon to expect. On the one ſide, a people, conſiſting chiefly 
of manufacturers and merchants, inhabiting a country of ſmall 
extent, and already much exhauſted by a long-continued exerciſe of 
tyranny and oppreſſion : On the other, the richeſt monarch of the 

age, who was maſter of the moſt numerous and beſt-diſciplined 
forces, commanded by generals diſtinguiſhed above their contempo- | 
raries by their conſummate ſkill in the art of war. Nothing but 
deſpair could have made the people of the Low-Countries enter the 
liſts with an adverſary ſo much ſuperior to them; and it could 
hardly be ſuppoſed that they would not be quickly overwhelmed. 
But from the ſequel it appeared, how raſh it is to conelude with con- 
fidence, that becauſe a thing is improbable, therefore it will not 
 happen,-W aTsoN's HISTORY oF PHILIP II. vol. i. p. 300. 
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Jo that if the chief, the only. cauſe of contention 


were removed,  wercy and truth might again meet lo- 
gether, righteouſneſs and peace might kiſs. each ofher. 
Should that happy day arrive, dear-bought experi- 
ence having taught us wiſdom. the bleſſings, of 
peace and union will acquire freſh value from their 
loſs, every cauſe of offence on either ſide will be the 
more diligently checked and. avoided, and, conſcious 
as we muſt be of mutual failings, like fellow-ſub- 
jects and fellow-Chriſtians, we ſhall mutually forget, 
and mutually forgive. Fatally ſenſible of each others. 
ſtrength, too long perverted and miſapplied, and 
once more united by the cords of love, we may ſafely. 
defy and eaſily repel every foreign invader. But dif- 
united, and at variance, like the ancient States of 
Greece, after the death of Alexander, we ſhall. 
ſoon fall 4 prey to the enemy and the avenger. In 
pity to the prayers of his obedient and penitent peo- 
Ple, deeply impreſſed with a due ſenſe and juſt ap- 
prehenſion of his righteous judgments, may God, 
of his infinite mercy, grant, that theſe pleaſing ideas 
may ſoon be realiſed, that his church in both countries. 
again may ſerve him in godly quietneſs, that we may no 
more go out to battle againſt the children of Benjamin 
our brother, nor ever have cauſe to /ift up our voices, 
with tears of unavailing repentance, and ſay, hy. 
« is this come to paſs in Iſrael, that the Lord hath this day 
« made a breach in the tribes of Iſrael *” 


THE END. 
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